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Integrating The Avid Listener into the 
Classroom: Common Core English 
Language Arts Standards
Feature essays at The Avid Listener (TAL) can serve two primary functions in the classroom: as 
informational texts about music history and music in culture, and as exemplars of good writing 
for general audiences. TAL texts are brief, well crafted, and carefully edited. They introduce new 
ideas (such as hip-hop diplomacy) alongside creative takes on more traditional musico-historical 
narratives (such as the history of music notation, or the politics behind G. F. Handel’s oratorios). 
Each essay concludes with discussion questions; asking students to read the essays and engage 
with these questions is perhaps the easiest way to integrate TAL essays into the classroom. But 
we also recognize that (1) classroom activities are more likely to appeal to school administrators 
if they can be linked to current educational standards, and (2) music educators are under 
increasing pressure to support language arts and math educational standards in music classrooms.

To facilitate the integration of TAL into high-school level curricula, we have developed a brief 
list of suggested exercises that use TAL essays to meet specific Common Core English Language 
Arts standards. We have chosen standards from grade levels 9/10 and 11/12 that can be adjusted 
to meet grade-level expectations. The activities below can easily be adapted to a number of 
Common Core standards.

Please feel free to contact the editorial team with questions, comments, concerns, and 
suggestions.
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COMMON CORE STANDARD SUGGESTED EXERCISE

Reading: Informational Text (Grades 9–12)

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. (CCSS.
ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 / CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1)

Assign students a specific essay to read before class. As a discussion or 
writing assignment, ask students to outline the text’s main ideas and 
identify supporting details. For a longer curricular unit, assign an essay 
series (such as the hip-hop diplomacy essays) over the course of several 
class meetings. Ask students to chart / outline / discuss each text’s main 
points, and to construct discussion questions about areas of uncertainty. 

Suggested essays: Felicia Miyakawa, “Hip-hop Diplomacy, Parts 1-4”; 
Kendra Leonard, “Hearing Gender in George Lucas’s Galaxy”; Sara 
Haefeli, “If History Is Written by the Victors”

Determine a central idea (or two or more central ideas) of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the text, including how 
it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2 / 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.2)

Assign students specific essays to read before class. As a discussion or 
writing assignment, ask students to outline the text’s main ideas and 
identify supporting details. 

Suggested essays: Ellen Harris, “Handel’s Messiah”; Felicia Miyakawa, 
“Hip-hop Diplomacy”; Joanna Love, “Becoming an American B(r)and”   

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which 
the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. (CCSS.
ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6 / CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6)

Assign students specific essays to read before class, or allow students to 
browse the site and choose an essay with a particularly strong argument. 
Ask students to identify the author’s primary argument and structure 
of the argument; technical / disciplinary language that supports the 
argument; rhetorical devices (such as metaphor) that help to convey the 
argument. 

Suggested essays: Andrew Dell’Antonio, “Sweet Torment over Four 
Centuries”; Sara Haefeli, “Does Music Evolve?”

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author 
uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the 
structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. (CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.11-12.5)

Writing (Grades 9–12)

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to 
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.A / CCSS.
ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A)

Each TAL essay features audio and visual examples. Ask students to 
choose a feature essay from TAL to serve as a model. Ask them to (1) 
isolate and analyze when / why audio and visual examples appear at 
particular textual moments, and (2) identify what those examples add to 
the textual themes. Students can then move on to writing their own text, 
returning to their chosen TAL essay as a model when necessary.

Suggested essays: Andrew Dell’Antonio, “Authenticity and 
Interpretation”; Kendra Leonard, “Women Can’t Do That”

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.9-10.5 / CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.5)

Ask students to construct a written response to a selected TAL essay 
with word count, paragraph construction, and technical (music-specific) 
language guidelines. Use this written response as a starting point for 
a multi-step revision process. TAL essays are written with a general 
audience in mind. As students work through revisions, encourage them 
to analyze their own use of technical / disciplinary language. 

Allow students to choose a specific TAL essay as a starting point for a 
larger research project. Students may use the many hyperlinks embedded 
in each text to further their own study. Some readings also include a “for 
further study” reading list at the end of the essay. Encourage students 
to post comments / questions to the TAL site and engage with TAL 
authors as they work through longer research projects. 

Suggested essays: Sara Haefeli, “If History Is Written by the Victors”; 
Kendra Leonard, “Song of Myself ” and “The Innovations of Ruth 
Crawford Seeger”

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer 
a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, demonstrating an understanding of the subject 
under investigation. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.7 / CCSS.
ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7)
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Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. (CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.9-10.10 / CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10)

At regular intervals during the week, ask students to read the newest 
featured essay and respond to the essay in a brief, timed free-write. This 
exercise can be done in class to emphasize regular, scheduled writing 
times, or it can be done outside of class. Free-writes can also be the basis 
of editing exercises or longer research projects.

New feature essays appear each Monday. Assignments emphasizing 
regular writing can be timed to coincide with new feature essays.

Speaking and Listening (Grades 9–12)

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 
9-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 
/ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1)

Each TAL essay concludes with a set of discussion questions. Ask 
students to prepare responses to the discussion questions in advance and 
be ready to share their responses in class. (Students can also write out 
responses as part of a regular writing routine to address CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.9-10.10 / CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10.) In-
class discussions can be teacher-led, in small groups, or with partners.

Students can also be tasked to write an additional discussion question to 
share with the class, small group, or discussion partner. 

Suggested essays: Andrew Dell’Antonio, “Structural Listening” and 
“Distracted Listening”; Felicia Miyakawa, “Hip-hop Diplomacy, Part 
1”; Thomas Forrest Kelly, “Writing, Memory, and Music: The Birth of 
Notation”; Norma Coates, “American Idol”

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.
SL.9-10.1.A / CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A)
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